
Beginning in 1976, Argentina suffered devastating effects following a military coup 

overthrowing the government. For the next 17 years, Argentinians lived under a ruthless regime 

responsible for numerous crimes against humanity. Over 20,000 men and women considered a 

threat to the regime were kidnapped and simply disappeared, usually after a period of being 

tortured. 

The effect silenced all opposition and squelched any political disturbance. Only one group 

staged public protests. They were women and mothers of those kidnapped, tortured, and murdered. 

They were called the Mothers of the Disappeared and they would gather in the public square in 

Buenos Aires for a silent vigil. The military harassed and bullied them but they persisted.  

Although they never discovered the whereabouts of their sons and daughters, their courage 

became a sign of hope for the Argentinian people. As one woman said, “When a woman gives birth 

to a child, she gives life and then at the same time, when they cut the cord, she gives freedom. We 

were fighting for life and for freedom.” (Give Us This Day, March 26, 2114, p.272) 

There are two corporate personalities presented in the Scriptures. In Acts of the Apostles, 

St. Luke describes St. Stephen’s martyrdom as the crowd “rushing upon him together”. This 

“rushing upon him together” suggests a corporate mob identity. The mob rushes upon Stephen 

murdering him by stoning. Probably most in that mob action would never have acted so violently if 

acting alone. But the mob allows one’s conscience to dissolve in the collective mentality.  

The mob is fueled by rage. Again the literal translation of the crowd’s anger is that “they are 

ripped through their hearts.” The mob is justified by fear and self-righteousness. No one person has 

to take responsibility, because there is no clear democratic action or individual discernment, only 

spontaneous violence born of fear and rage. Every individual dissolves into the mob mentality and 

one uncontrollable force consumes their passions. A mob mentality presents a vacuum where God 

seems to be absent and “truly human” behavior is discarded. 

Everyone in a mob delivers over their own personal identity and their conscience to the mob 

mentality. Many people within a mob make choices they would never make when they are alone. 

After a mob disperses, individuals are left alone to deal with guilt, shame, unresolved anger, and 

sometimes the loss of one’s soul.  

Ironically, while mob mentality is often loudly destructive, other mob actions are quiet and 

silently complacent. Often many who would never hurt another soul or take advantage of someone’s 

vulnerability, even in a group, remain silent while fully aware of such actions happening around 

them. A group silence and unwillingness to speak up cements a dark and eerie denial that anything 

wrong happened. 

In the Gospel, Jesus prays to the Father that all his disciples may be one as he and the 

Father are one. There is a corporate identity here as well. In this corporate identity, a person does 

not dissolve into the group. Rather, the person becomes more of who he/she is supposed to be 

because of the corporate identity.  In this corporate identity, a person often will also choose actions 

they might not ordinarily choose if not incorporated.  

But unlike mob violence, these persons will chose virtuous lives fueled by love, founded on 

faith and lived courageously. Unlike the mob, a person in Christ takes complete responsibility for 

the actions chosen and witnesses to Christ’s presence through their lives. 



In the life of the Church, Christ delivers his identity over to us. In his identity, we do not 

dissolve into a mass of mob. Rather, in the Risen Lord, our identity is brought to its fulfillment and 

completion. While darkness hovers over mob mentality, the identity with Christ casts a light of 

discovery, and a path to justice, forgiveness and ultimately reconciliation. 

If conscience formation disappears in mob mentality, conscience formation develops in most 

difficult circumstances in the life of the church. The lives of the saints, particularly the lives of the 

martyrs are witnesses to this conscience development and become examples for us to imitate.  

In the last century, countless martyrs stood bravely against the surging tides of fascism and 

communism. These two ideologies were kept in power often by a mob mentality, whether 

institutionalized in police and courts, or through violence by party enforcers in the streets. 

In our own country, the Civil Rights movement produced many who were killed standing for 

the end of segregation and Jim Crow laws. Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., Medgar Evers, Michael 

Schwerner, Andrew Goodman and James Chaney are among the many who gave their lives for civil 

rights.  

The Argentinian mothers standing silently but bravely in vigil for their missing sons and 

daughters become the best witnesses on this Mother’s Day Weekend. We need to learn from the 

example of all of them.  

 


