
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Gospel of St Mark 9:30-37 

St. James 3:16-4:3 

The photo of the body of three year Aylan Kurdi washed ashore on a Turkish beach in the 

refugee crisis captured and broke the heart of almost the entire world. Although over 140,000 have 

died in Syria since the civil war began, including seven thousand children, the photo of one child 

brought home the evil of war and the massive humanitarian crisis. We can see and hear the 

numbers of those fleeing so many war torn areas of our world. But the photo of one child’s body 

suddenly gives the story “a human face” the numbers all too often simply can’t convey. 

There is a similar and parallel story in our own nation of the taped conversations of Planned 

Parenthood officials talking in cold and calculating ways of dissecting infants in the womb to secure 

body parts. These tapes are beyond the abortion debate of our nation. These tapes are horrible no 

matter what side of the debate one is one or if one has even formed an opinion. Like the photo of 

Aylan’s tiny body, these tapes have served to place a “human face” on the preborn even if they are 

treated in an inhumane way.  

In the Gospel, Jesus takes one child and places the child in the midst of his disciples. Jesus’ 

words of teaching have astonishingly had little effect on them. On their journey back through 

Galilee, he tells them he will be handed over to those who will kill him, but he will rise after three 

days. St. Mark tells us “they did not understand and were afraid to question him.”  

The reason they were afraid is not given. Were they afraid of Jesus, personally? This seems 

unlikely. Perhaps they were afraid of what Jesus’ answer might be to their questions. There are 

often questions we simply do not ask because we simply don’t want to know the answer. And not 

knowing the answer gives us a secure ignorance, or false security.  

We aren’t feeling well but don’t call the doctor because we are afraid of what the answer 

might be. We are overwhelmed with debt but don’t call the financial expert because we are afraid we 

might need to change our lifestyle based on the expert’s advice. An addiction is ruining our life, but 

we don’t ask for help because we might need to admit our powerlessness over the substance 

overpowering us. We have all done it, the disciples did it, so in one way we can say, “Welcome to the 

human race.” 

If the disciples were afraid to ask him a question, they were certainly far more afraid of 

answering a question from Jesus, “What were you arguing about on the way?” While Jesus taught 

his rejection, death and resurrection, his disciples were arguing over who was the greatest.  

Again, going back to the picture of 3 year old Aylan’s body. I earlier said this photo captured 

and broke the heart of “almost the entire world”. The photo had no effect on ISIS or Al Queda’s use 

of terrorism and brutal crimes against humanity. The photo seems to have no influence on the 

Assad regime to step down or on Russian President Putin’s efforts to prop up Assad’s brutal 

dictatorship. 

We can be critical of them, but the question then becomes “what about us?” and “what about 

me?” If the disciples were frozen in fear from the Lord’s question, this question may be disturbing as 

well. Did the photo of Aylan affect us?  

Did the photo draw a sense of sorrow, horror and compassion from us? Did the photo bring 

forth anger at the world’s sin and the complicity of many nations in the child’s drowning? Did the 

photo paralyze us with helplessness recognizing there is only so much we can do. We are already 

doing a lot and yet nothing seems to affect evil’s horrific power in our world? Perhaps we can do 

nothing more than pray for the child’s family and for all seeking freedom, safety and security.  



All of the suggested responses and reactions listed above emerge from the foundational 

goodness of the human condition. They are all appropriate first reactions or responses from people 

of faith and people of goodwill. But let’s update the gospel passage. In the gospel, Jesus places a 

child in the disciples’ midst after asking, “What were you arguing about on the way?”  

Now image Jesus embracing Aylan Kurdi limp body and asking us, “What were you 

complaining about today?” “Who did you blame for all your troubles?” “What groups of people do 

you constantly complain about?” “When was the last time you were grateful for whatever blessings 

you have?” 

Now again, we understand why the disciples did not answer the Lord just as they had 

decided not to question the Lord earlier. They didn’t want to hear his answer then; and they don’t 

want him to hear their answer now. More than likely at times neither do we.  

We cannot just dismiss it with, “Well welcome to the human race.” The human race indeed 

has a foundational goodness, but St. James’ description of humanity’s deep and dark corruption is 

also as true as its goodness. Humanity is in critical need of repentance and the Lord’s mercy. The 

photo of Aylan Kurdi is proof positive. 

When Jesus took a child and placed it in their midst, every disciple had to decide to remove 

himself as the center of their own universe. The Lord has placed a child there. Both the Lord and 

the child are in the center of the disciples’ midst. Both the Lord and Aylan’s body are in the center 

of our midst today. 

Each of us has the same decision to make. If I discover myself in the center of my own 

universe, I must decide to move myself somewhere else and make room for God. If I decide to 

remain in the center of my own universe instead of The Lord, I must justify it before the throne of 

God. If I realize that Aylan’s death has no effect on me or even becomes a source of irritation for 

being inconveniently disturbed, then I must also realize the desperate situation existing in my soul 

before God. 

But if seeing that child’s body washed up on the beach lets me be free of my own 

complaining about perceived injustices and spend a little more time being grateful for the blessing I 

do have, neither Jesus’ death or Aylan’s death was in vain. 

Let me be clear. Every one of us has our own crosses and our own injustices to carry. Every 

one of us has times when someone has clearly sinned against us and times when we have clearly 

sinned against someone else. But the decision we each make is: will our sufferings place us in the 

center of our own universe to the exclusion of The Lord and everyone else? Or will our sufferings 

bring forth from within us a deeper compassion and a deeper commitment to justice. 

We can let our wounds isolate us, and make us bitter and jealous. We can then become 

becoming manipulative and controlling.  Or we can let our wounds draw us closer to the Lord Jesus 

Christ as sources of mercy for the world around us. If we draw closer to the Lord, we will also draw 

closer in solidarity to the wounded ones found all around us. 

The following two paragraphs are the exact ending to last week’s homily. I am not so much 

lazy as last week’s ending fits so well with this week’s homily as well. Last week’s homily focused on 

the life and words of St. Peter Claver SJ. Caring for African slaves in Cartagena, Columbia. St. Peter 

Claver would say “deeds first then words.”  

“Deeds first and then words” open paths to the human heart. Once deeds build trust and 

solidarity, the heart is more open to hearing the word of God coming as merciful love. The Catholic 

Church names these “deeds” as corporal and spiritual works of mercy. These works of mercy are 

the light and warmth the world so desperately needs. In his proclamation for the upcoming Jubilee 

Year of Mercy, Pope Francis focuses on these works as a centerpiece of the entire year of prayer. 



In his own words, Pope Francis tells us, “It is my burning desire that, during this Jubilee, the 

Christian people may reflect on the corporal and spiritual works of mercy. It will be a way to 

reawaken our conscience, too often grown dull in the face of poverty. And let us enter more deeply 

into the heart of the Gospel where the poor have a special experience of God’s mercy. Jesus 

introduces us to these works of mercy in his preaching so that we can know whether or not we are 

living as his disciples. Let us rediscover these corporal works of mercy: to feed the hungry, give 

drink to the thirsty, clothe the naked, welcome the stranger, heal the sick, visit the imprisoned, and 

bury the dead. And let us not forget the spiritual works of mercy: to counsel the doubtful, instruct 

the ignorant, admonish sinners, comfort the afflicted, forgive offences, bear patiently those who do 

us ill, and pray for the living and the dead.” 

 


