
The Solemnity of Christ the King 

Gospel of St. John 18:33-37 

The Prophet Daniel 7:13-14 

The Book of Revelation 1:5-8 

 

Last Saturday I attended a wedding in Rhode Island and was asked to offer a blessing at the 

banquet following the ceremony. Although I had spent a lot of time preparing the blessing, the 

events in Paris the night before led me to offer an unscripted prologue taking into account the 

terrorist attacks. The carnage was on all our minds and the topic could not simply be avoided nor 

could we pretend it had no effect on us.  

I offered to the approximately 200 wedding guests gathering with tremendous joy and 

enthusiasm that “our time to celebrate should not be seen as merely a distraction from the 

morning’s horrific headlines. Rather we should see our gathering as a response, a response from 

God. Evil’s works are known when malice divides with fear and hatred. God’s works are known 

when love gathers and unites.  

“This couple married today drawn together in love is a work of God. Our gathering around 

them in gratitude and joy is also a work of God. This is how God works. This is one way God 

responds to the evil in our world. Through today’s events in Rhode Island, God is telling us the 

world will go forward. We then are witnesses to one of the most precious commodities in the world 

today and that is ‘hope’.” We witness hope with dreams and nightmares existing simultaneously.  

This weekend’s Scripture readings present God-given dreams in times of nightmare for God’s 

People. The Prophet Daniel dreams of one coming from heaven living a full and complete humanity 

in our midst as king over all humanity and all creation. The writer of The Book of Revelation, 

exiled on a barren island, offers a similar dream to a church threatened with great persecution. 

Both sacred writers offer hope to a battered people living in persecution and crisis. They offer a 

dream of God intervening with the fulfillment of all divine promises for a sovereign bringing a 

kingdom of peace. 

The Gospel presents God’s fulfillment of these sacred writers’ dreams encountering his 

greatest nightmare. Jesus stands before Pontius Pilate, the local leader of an occupying force of 

world’s greatest economic, political and military force of its time. Jesus stands alone, rejected and 

abandoned by most, betrayed by one, and denied by another. Those greeting him with palms and 

shouts of “Hosanna” as he entered Jerusalem, are now drowned out by voices demanding his death 

by crucifixion.  

Pilate’s only concern is the accusation that Jesus claimed to be King of the Jews. Pilate was 

well aware that pretenders of the throne might upset the imposed social order by stirring up the 

passions of people seeking removal of Roman rule. Willing and ready to use whatever force 

necessary to maintain imposed order, nipping such revolts in the bud offers far better results. Pilate 

reacts in fear to a perceived threat to order. But fear is Pilate’s greatest weapon for the continuation 

of imposed rule.  

Jesus will not assume the title of king according to Pilate’s understanding, but embraces the 

title given to him from heaven alone. Pilate will not find in Jesus a king like any he is aware of or 

need be concerned about. Born in rural obscurity to a family lacking any significance, Jesus 

proclaims a kingdom founded on divine truth, humble service, merciful forgiveness, justice for the 

disadvantaged, and reconciliation between God and all humanity. His throne of glory will be 

constructed of two wooden planks and three large nails. 

His Kingdom will not be known for its power to dominate or its ability to conquer. Rather, his 

Kingdom will be known for the weakness of humble service, for its ability to heal the broken 



hearted, raise up and restore the sinner, gather in the marginalized and rejected, and meet the poor 

in their daily lives of deprived sustenance. His Kingdom would be recognized by shining divine light 

on people crying out for justice and determined to hold on to dreams founded on hope.  

With Christ reigning as king, we can live our great nightmare and dare to hope that dreams 

can still take flesh for us. With Christ reigning as King, we can carry the memories of great 

nightmares and know that the throne of kingship is also a throne of mercy, healing, reconciliation, 

and restored peace with God and one another.  

The Eucharistic Preface: Christ “might present to the immensity of your majesty an eternal 

and universal kingdom; a kingdom of truth and life; a kingdom of holiness and grace; a kingdom of 

justice, love and peace.” 

In the past two weeks, a Russian civilian airliner, Beirut and Paris witnessed great dreams 

shattered by current nightmares of brutality, terrorism, and cold hearted malice. These were carried 

out in the name of sovereign nation claiming the throne of God for their own sociopathic and hate 

filled agenda. But eyes of faith know better. As evil tears apart with hatred, terror and fear; God 

unites with love. Those are the fruits we should discern looking at our world today. 

Jesus offers each of us dreams, dreams shared with the whole church as mission. These are 

the dreams we carry forth for the continual sanctification of all humanity and all creation. These 

dreams will bring us face to face with the corrupted powers of our time and we will need to face the 

corruption within our own heart as well. Like Jesus, our fidelity to this truth may bring us face to 

face with our nightmares, but the dreams never die, and remaining faithful, neither will we.  

What gifts has God given each one of us for humble service of humanity and all creation? 

What authority has each been given, not for self-glory, but for the glory of God? How does the life of 

Christ in simple and humble service focus our mission within our world today? Jesus tells Pilate in 

the face of his greatest nightmare, “For this I was born and for this I came into the world, to testify 

to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” 

The choice is not between the Kingdom of God and governing institutions within nations. 

Rather, the choice is between the kingdom dividing by hatred, lies and violence and the kingdom 

uniting with love. On the last day, only one remains, and that one The Kingdom of God has already 

been announced as victor. 

No one here may ever join ISIS or something similar. Still our daily choices and the way we 

choose to live our lives determines if we join in the one mission of Christ the King and the Kingdom 

of God uniting through love or the other kingdom dividing with hatred and malice.  

In the midst of our worst nightmares, God’s dreams continue to exist within us and around 

us. The Kingdom of God will not be fully realized until the end of time. But in every moment, the 

Kingdom of God is already present among us and alive. Whenever God’s People live their mission 

faithfully and joyfully, the Kingdom is more recognizable and powerful. That is our dream and hope. 

No nightmare can kill it.  

 

 

 

 


