
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Gospel of St. Mark 1: 40-45 

Although officially outlawed in India, the ancient caste system is still alive and well. The society’s 

division into formal “haves” and “have nots” is cemented by 3000 years of Hindu religious expectation of how 

society is to be organized and divided. Over 16% of the nation’s population or approximately 200 million 

people are designated the “lowest of castes.”  

Formerly called “untouchables,” now they are referred to as “Dalit” or “oppressed.” They still 

experience both institutional and cultural discrimination, humiliation, and degradation. If many are 

discriminated against in spite of sharing the Hindu religion, the discrimination only deepens if they practice 

other religions.  

Only 2.3% of all India’s 1 billion people are Christian, but over 60% of all Christians are Dalits. This 

places all Christian churches, especially the Roman Catholic Church in India at the forefront of human rights 

activity for all Dalits, but especially Dalits who are Christian and Muslim. It also places all Christian churches, 

especially Roman Catholics, at the receiving end of violence and persecution for doing so. 

According to a press release from Crux, a Catholic news service, The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of 
India has designated August 10 to be observed as a ‘black day,’ and called for meetings, rallies, candlelight 
vigils, and other forms of demonstrations to be organized to show support and solidarity to those Christians 
and Muslims belonging to scheduled castes who are suffering the injustice of having their legal rights denied. 
(https://cruxnow.com/global-church/2018/02/06/bishops-india-told-help-former-untouchables/) 

 Stories like this involving the Roman Catholic Church and Dalits are repeated across the globe. In 
Europe, a group of people called the Roma (in our country called “gypsies”) often face great discrimination in 
countries they travel through or live in. During World War II, the Nazi regime singled out Roma people as 
“racially inferior,” killing untold tens of thousands in forced labor or exterminated in death camps. Today, they 
still are systematically discriminated against throughout Europe, especially Eastern Europe.  

 In 2015, large numbers of Roma people gathered at the Vatican for a conference on migration. There, 
Pope Francis recognized the deep discrimination and horrible persecutions visited upon the Roma people. He 
told them, “The time has come to put an end to age-old prejudices, preconceptions and mutual mistrust that 
are often at the base of discrimination, racism and xenophobia. No one must feel isolated, and no one is 
authorized to trample on the dignity and rights of others.  

“It is the spirit of mercy that calls us to fight in order to guarantee all these values. Therefore, let us 
allow the Gospel of mercy to shake our consciences and let us open our hearts and our hands to the neediest 
and most marginalized, beginning with the ones closest to us.” 

Pope Francis continues a long line of popes and others in the church constantly calling the Church to 
mission to those living along the margins of society and outside the mainstream of benefits and care. Often, 
this can sound like a great cliché that gets great press but is hollow in application. Unless you are one that lives 
on the margins and are told you don’t deserve to be cared for like others. Massive numbers of people live on 
the margins across our planet. 

These stories of the Catholic Church serving those on the margins of society flow from Gospel passages 
like the one this weekend. Note it is the leper approaching Jesus. The reading from Leviticus informs us that 
lepers were kept distant from all others. They were the most marginalized of all and lived apart from 
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communities in an isolation of intense loneliness and rejection. They were required to live alone with their 
deteriorating bodily disease.  

Either this man with leprosy has witnessed what Jesus has done with the sick or has heard from others 
of his mission and miracles. In any event, he has the courage to break the law and approach Jesus. St. Mark’s 
Gospel tells us Jesus was “moved with pity.” That translation can’t begin to describe the depth of passion 
flowing through Our Lord as he encounters this man with leprosy. He is overwhelmed at the depths of his 
being regarding the life this man is required to live. 

Jesus responds with word and action. His word “I do will it. Be made clean” brings forth the healing, 
but Jesus goes a step further reaching out and touching the man. This brings an intense intimacy to the man 
previously devoid of any human contact by law.  

In a clear way, Jesus’ words, “I do will it. Be made clean,” constitute a mission of His entire church. All 
of us are to hear those words and take them to our hearts on behalf of all marginalized people. Marginalized 
people can be found in our own families, neighborhoods, workplaces, schools, and other life situations. 

In our own nation, the marginalized hope to be brought to the center of our society and to be full 
participants in the responsibilities and benefits of the common good. Currently, one national debate revolves 
around the DREAMERS, children of undocumented immigrants, who were raised in our country and know no 
other home. Although they are not currently eligible for citizenship, they are vulnerable to deportation back to 
a country they have no experience of. There are bipartisan efforts to resolve their situation, but these efforts 
face an uphill climb. 

Often too, the DREAMERS are subject to stereotype, racist scapegoating or lies regarding their own 

lives. They are often portrayed as those belonging to organized gang violence or other destructive works, 

when the opposite is true. Organized drug gangs are indeed a great problem in our nation, but DREAMERS are 

rarely the ones involved in their work. In fact, all bipartisan proposed legislation specifically rejects anyone 

convicted of felony or serious crime from applying for citizenship. 

Immigrants, refugees, and asylees in our own state are subject to many myths, stereotypes, 

misunderstandings, and blatant exploitation for political gains. Many such as our own Catholic Charities work 

just as hard to correct these myths and work to build communities built on trust and truth. We can be proud 

as Catholics of the work Catholic Charities do on behalf of all of us in this diocese. 

Miami Roman Catholic Archbishop Thomas Wenski said "However, these people, including DACA kids 

(DREAMERS), only ask for the opportunity to become legal -- to come out of the shadows where they live in 

fear of a knock on their door in the dead of night or an immigration raid to their work place. In any case, these 

migrants are not so much 'breaking the law'; they are being 'broken by the law.'"  

The Lord’s words “I do will it. Be made clean” come from his heart of compassion and mercy. We, 

baptized into his Risen life, are called to be transformed into his very heart of compassion for all, but 

especially for those pushed to the margins of life and told they don’t belong and don’t deserve to be cared for.  

 

 


