
13th Sunday in Ordinary Time: Cycle A 

Romans 6:3-4, 8-11 

Gospel of St. Matthew 10: 37-42 

The passage from St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans is a foundation of his teaching on baptism. In 

previous chapters to the Romans and in other writings, St. Paul develops this teaching. First of all, the cross 

like Jesus’ entire life, was a dying to himself to be alive for the mission the Father in heaven gave him. The 

cross is not separate from the rest of his life. Rather, the cross represents his entire life of pouring out his life 

in care and service for others. 

We are also taught that Jesus’ death changes the meaning of death for us. Death was seen as either 

eternal annihilation or separation from God. The Lord’s death on the cross now makes death a union with 

God, a path to eternal life bathed in the glory of God’s love.  

If the cross changes the meaning of death, then Jesus’ Resurrection also changes the meaning of our 

lives and gives our life a meaning and purpose. Baptized into Christ, we are now alive for God. We share in the 

continual mission of the Risen Christ now lived out through the Holy Spirit in the life of the Church.  

Baptism then connects our life to the transforming power of the Lord’s death and Resurrection. 

Baptism joins our life to this pattern of salvation: we “die with Christ”, we are “buried with Christ” and “we 

rise with Christ.” Our life in baptism joined to Christ is not merely static, something over and done with. 

Rather, our baptism in Christ is dynamic. Our baptism calls us to let this pattern of “death, burial, and rising 

again” to be let loose within us. This pattern shapes our entire life, becomes the basis for our life’s decisions 

and opens before us the way we should live. 

Our modern society often sees religious commitment as just an “add-on” to our life. We have family, 

work, friendships, finances, politics, hobbies, and religious belief. But Christianity is not some add-on to our 

lives. Rather, Christianity is our life and everything is decided and chosen through this one truth. Our family, 

friendships, finances, politics, work, hobbies and all other aspects of our life must be shaped and formed by 

the truth of our Christian life. 

This is why in the Gospel, Jesus says loving him is more important than loving any family member. The 

truth is when we love Jesus first and foremost, we will have more love for our spouse, more love for our 

children, parents, friends and all other relationships. Our love for all others overflows from within, the more 

we love the Lord.  

This baptismal pattern discerns and decides everything. Here is one example of how that pattern of 

salvation needs to affect our life choices and decisions.  

The baptismal pattern discerns and decides the difference between “choosing a career” and 

“responding to a vocation.” If someone chooses medicine, law, banking and finance, or business for reasons of 

large salaries, prestige, or ability to make themselves known and their presence felt, their professional choice 

is a “career.” 

But if someone chooses medicine, law, banking and finance or business for reasons of caring for 

people, promoting justice, assisting businesses and homeowners to finance their ideas and dreams, and 

building communities where people’s humanity can flourish, then their professional choice is a “vocation,” a 

response to God’s voice from within.  



One chooses a “career” for what one can receive from it and walks a path of self-fulfillment apart from 

any call of God. This ultimately leads to a self-disappointment and a bitter emptiness. One responds to and 

chooses a “vocation” for what one can offer, the gift of self and walks a path of self-emptying for the sake of 

one’s chosen profession. This ultimately leads to self-fulfillment. Then we better understand the Lord’s words 

in the gospel, “Whoever finds his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” 

Choosing a “vocation” over a “career” is a real way of “dying to sin, burying that sinful inclination, and 

rising to the life” God calls us to live. It is a pattern needing to be chosen repeatedly in one’s life of work, to 

solidify that choice in our very heart of hearts.  

If we seek “self” first of all, we will lose it all. But if we seek “God” first of all, we discover who we really 

are, where we are called and meaning and purpose for our life. If we ask “What’s in it for me?” we will 

become disappointed and never satisfied. If we ask, “What in me is a gift for others?” our life in Christ will find 

fulfillment and beyond satisfaction—joy.  

When living this pattern of “dying to sin, burying the sinful life, and rising to new life,” Christ 

accompanies us for the entire journey. Christ is not simply a model of life we imitate. Rather, Christ is the 

power in our life enabling us to live the very life of Christ in our own day to day existence. The Church’s 

sacraments and life of prayer are powerful sources of grace to follow the voice of Christ calling us in our 

hearts. 

We feed on the sacrifice of Christ as the nourishment fulfilling our entire life. As the pattern of our 

baptism calls us repeatedly through life to “die, bury, and rise again,” so our gathering for the Eucharistic 

sacrifice unites us to the Lord who emptied of self, poured out love and offered gratitude through his death. 

Coming forward for Holy Communion feeds us with the life of the One who ultimately died, was buried, and 

rose in the glory of the Father for all eternity.  

Pope Benedict XVI, “Flowing from and nourished by that inexhaustible source of holiness and 

glorification of God which is found in the sacraments, especially in the Eucharist: by sharing in the sacrifice of 

the Cross, the Christian partakes of Christ's self-giving love and is equipped and committed to live this same 

charity in all his thoughts and deeds… The moral transformation implicit in the new worship instituted by 

Christ is a heartfelt yearning to respond to the Lord's love with one's whole being, while remaining ever 

conscious of one's own weakness.” (SACRAMENTUM CARITATIS) 


