
There is little said about the great person of St. Joseph in the New Testament. St. Joseph 

himself is not recorded as saying anything at all. Yet, his life speaks loud and clear in the 

decisions he makes on behalf of his wife Mary and the child Jesus.  

We can wonder what makes a man like St. Joseph tick. What is his passion, his purpose 

in life? In a word, what were his dreams? In the gospels, Jesus is sometimes referred to as “the 

carpenter’s son.” Being identified by his profession probably means Joseph was highly 

regarded as a carpenter. A carpenter was certainly an important if not essential profession for 

the people of Nazareth as carpenters are today.  

Perhaps like a lot of men, Joseph wished to be known as a great carpenter, a man of 

business integrity along with competence, and as a hard worker. These are often the dreams 

lots of men have regarding their line of work, profession or career.  

Perhaps like lots of men, Joseph wanted to be also known as a good family man, 

someone who provided for his family, someone known for a family where devotion, 

compassion, and justice were considered essential qualities of family life.  

But this gospel passage on Jesus’ conception and birth is initially for Joseph, a time of 

darkness and shattered dreams. He realizes his fiancé Mary is pregnant and he knows he is not 

the biological father of the child. The dream of raising his own child is now shattered. This is 

also accompanied by the reality of being ridiculed for this situation and the great danger Mary 

faces if exposed to the Mosaic law. For Joseph, all his dreams are in jeopardy and in grave 

danger of being forever lost.  

But then God speaks to Joseph; and God speaks to Joseph in a dream. Perhaps it is a 

way of saying, “Joseph, you had good and wonderful dreams. But in losing them, I give you my 

own dream. Joseph, will you take my dream in exchange for your own dreams?” 

Without one recorded word, St. Matthew tells us, “When Joseph awoke, he did as the 

angel of the Lord commanded him and took his wife into his home.” Joseph took responsibility 

for all that was his and for all the God was giving him. Without one spoken word, Joseph 

became responsible before God for the divine dream given to him.  

This is why St. Matthew can describe St. Joseph with the only necessary word, “Joseph 

was a righteous man.” A “righteous” man in Jewish thought is a man of integrity who lives for 

others and who walks continually in God’s paths. His life is consumed by both justice and 

compassion. A “righteous” man is held in high esteem. This is our St. Joseph. 

Our St. Joseph discovered our God to be a God of dreams, a dreamer wishing to give 

flesh and bones to these dreams. St. Joseph still could live his own dreams of being an 

esteemed carpenter and devout family man. But he had to let go of the paths he hoped this 

would be accomplished to make room for God’s dreams to take flesh within him. Without 



knowing the path before him and the continual difficulties and dangers, without saying one 

word, St. Joseph gave his life for the dreams of God.  

The conception of Jesus in the womb of The Blessed Mother is the ultimate dream of 

God for all humanity. The child St. Joseph was asked to raise as his own, was flesh and blood of 

all God’s dreams. In Jesus, God’s dreams for all humanity and all creation were enfleshed. 

Every dream of love, every dream of forgiveness and reconciliation, every dream of peace and 

justice, every dream of joy and praise took flesh in Jesus of Nazareth.  

Nothing could or would ever end those dreams or prevent them in any manner. Even his 

horrific death by crucifixion could not cease or hinder any of God’s dreams for any of us. 

Rather, through divine love and glory, even his rejection and death opened entirely new paths 

for God’s dreams to become fulfilled in Resurrection.  

St. Joseph tells us that no darkness of our own time and no shattering of our own plans 

or dreams can stop God from dreaming within us if we so choose. The dreams of God are 

waiting to take flesh in our life as we prepare to celebrate the birth of Our Savior, in whom the 

Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 

God’s dreams will come in times of abundance and peace. But they are also as likely to 

come in times of darkness, chaos, confusion and great loss. God’s dreams will come to the 

strong, popular and well-known. But they are also as likely to come to the unlikely, the 

unknown, and the obscure. Every person but especially every baptized person contains the 

reality of God’s dreams waiting to become real with our own flesh and blood. In the darkness 

of disappointment, shame, betrayal, abandonment or injustice, God’s dream remain strong 

and vibrant. 

Surveys indicate our young people often dare not to dream. They look into the future 

and see only a world in decline. Many lack trust in large institutions and the ability to secure 

stability in the future.  Can St. Joseph provide the model of trust in God and to embrace the 

dream God has for each one of them? 

The late Senator Robert F. Kennedy was fond of quoting, “Some see things as they are 

and ask ‘why.’ But I prefer to dream of things that have never been and ask ‘why not?’” What 

do we dare to dream of and ask “why not?”  

Could this be the dream God has for me or you? 


