
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

St. Mark 1:40-45 

“A Leper Approached” 

It is difficult to realize the people’s astonishment witnessing the leper approaching 

Jesus. To put this in a perspective: It is similar to a black man in the Deep South 

sitting at a “Whites Only” lunch counter in the 1950’s and refusing to leave. Or it is 

like a rabbi holding a public service in Berlin in the late 1930’s. The consequences 

would be swift and severe.  

The first reading from Leviticus describes clearly the barrier of separation and distance 

he is required to keep from all other healthy people. The leper approaches, means he 

has violated the barrier the law installed to protect others from his disease. This is not 

something he would do lightly but only if the risk of breaking the law would tip the 

scales in his favor.  

The Mosaic Law (unlike segregation or anti-Semitic legislation) was well intentioned 

and completely understandable. The Mosaic Law, inspired by God, was shaped to 

maintain the peace and security of the Hebrew people. The law called God’s people to 

holiness and to remain safe. This would include removing anyone with a sickness or 

disease that could infect others, especially a disease that had no cure or treatment. 

The leper draws close with “faith” Jesus can indeed heal him, but harbors some 

doubts if Jesus will heal him. “If you wish, you can make me clean.” This fear of 

further rejection and isolation come from his own daily experience of life. He was 

unwelcomed, lived outside even the edges of community in isolation and loneliness.  

He would have good reason to wonder if Jesus would be just like everyone else 

insisting he remain a non-person.  

Yet, something about Jesus still draws him to approach, risking the consequences of 

breaking the law. Jesus responds “moved with pity”. “Moved with pity” is better 

translated as “with compassion”. Compassion is the ability to identify with the one 

suffering. Compassion forms a bond with the one suffering. This bond is often lacking 

in simply feeling sorry or pity for someone else.  

Compassion is the experience the draws the leper closer to Jesus. He is probably well 

aware of Jesus’ actions all across Galilee. His healings, teachings, exorcisms and other 

actions have become great topics of conversations across the region. It is often the 

poor, the outcast, and the common folk benefiting from Jesus’ ministry. This gives the 

man with leprosy the courage to approach and break the law. 

The leper approaches but Jesus stretches out his hand in the final action completing 

the bridge over the collapsed barrier of separation. Now instead of being a curse with 

ability to spread leprosy, he now spreads good news about Jesus. He approaches 

Jesus for healing and moves away from Jesus as evangelizer.  

Was his good news only that he was healed? Or was it also good news that 

approaching Jesus gave him an experience of divine compassion? Freed of leprosy, he 



also regains his sense of dignity and place within the community. His healing takes 

many shapes and forms. 

Does this man have contemporaries in our own time? Are there people we can keep at 

arm’s length often out at a legitimate fear? Would this man cured of leprosy wondering 

if God really loves him have a voice today? Would someone homeless from alcohol or 

drug addiction wonder if God really loves him or her? Would convicted felons still in 

prison or now out again among others ask themselves this question? 

The following story I have told before and was also part of my Christmas message in 

the parish bulletin. But it fits perfectly for this homily as well. One day as I was 

walking from St. Peter’s Rectory where I reside, one of the homeless men familiar to 

me stopped to talk. He said, “Father last night a couple of my buddies stopped some 

young punks about to spray paint St. Peter’s Church wall. We told them pretty 

bluntly, ‘You leave this church alone and the Cathedral alone. These people are good 

to us. They make sure we have a meal, warm clothing, and friendly words. They treat 

us like human beings!” His real words were more salty and street-wise but these 

words will suffice for the homily! 

This homeless man could feel welcomed, cared for and loved because people from our 

parishes “treated him like a human being”. This is one critical way of sharing good 

news, or evangelizing. From those simple works of charity, he knew God loved him. 

While there may be categories of people needing to know God’s love for them, perhaps 

we have some questions about God loving us entirely as well.  

Are there parts of us that doubt God’s desire to love all that we are? We can probably 

recognize God’s love for us most of the time, but there are certain parts of our life 

known only to a few if any at all that make us wonder if God truly loves us. These 

doubts and questions are more common than any of us can imagine.  

But the questions need to be raised and the doubts need to be consoled. Shame, guilt, 

self-rejection and other spiritual burdens can lead us to hold back from approaching 

God with confidence and trust. Sometimes we think the worst of ourselves and then 

project that onto God. So we reject our self or some part of our self and now believe 

God rejects that as well.  

How do we know we can approach God? What gives us the audacity to believe God will 

not reject us or refuse to forgive and heal us? How can we find the courage this man 

with leprosy had to approach Jesus? 

First and foremost, God approaches us. God is always the initiator of a relationship. 

We don’t have to convince God to forgive us or welcome us into a relationship of 

friendship and love. God is the one trying to convince us to accept his offer. 

Secondly, Jesus reveals the fullness of divine revelation in a human condition. The 

human condition, broken and battered by sin, is now the focus of divine compassion, 

forgiveness and salvation. The Church carries this story of God’s compassion and 

kindness close to her heart.  



People still seek Jesus out because they are drawn to what he is “saying and doing”. 

Note, not what Jesus “said and did”, but “saying and doing”. We, as church, are called 

to continue those works of Christ that attract other people to him still today. He is 

tearing down barriers that separate people. The Kingdom of God is all inclusive and all 

welcoming. As we enter into the Lenten Season, let a spiritual goal be the courage to 

approach Jesus ever more intimately and lovingly.  

The Letter to the Hebrews, “Therefore since we have such a high priest who has 

passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 

but one who has been similarly tested in every way, yet without sin. So let us 

confidently approach the throne of grace to receive mercy and to find grace for timely 

help.” 

 


