
28th Sunday 
“Come to the Wedding Banquet” 

St. Matthew 22: 1-10 

The New Testament is rich in describing the Kingdom of God through the imagery of 
marriage and wedding banquets. This is but one of the Lord’s parables using the 
metaphor of a wedding banquet to relay truths about the Kingdom of Heaven. Jesus’ 
first miracle in St. John’s Gospel is at a wedding in Cana. In his Letter to the 
Ephesians, St. Paul uses marriage as an image of Christ’s relationship with the 
Church. The writer of Revelation announces “the wedding feast of the Lamb has 
begun” and then describes the New Jerusalem descending from heaven “adorned as a 
bride prepared for her husband”. 

If the Kingdom of God is imaged through marriage, our celebration of the Eucharist is 
especially imaged with the glorious joy of a wedding banquet. The Church teaches us 
that our Eucharistic celebration is perpetually connected to the heavenly wedding 
feast. The banquet attended by all the saints and all our loved ones is present to our 
own Eucharistic celebration and our Eucharist is present to their banquet. The Risen 
Lord obviously fully present at the heavenly feast is also fully present in various forms 
in our Eucharist. 

During Mass, Christ is present in the gathering of the assembly, in the person of the 
priest presider, in the proclamation of the word, and most especially under the signs 
of bread and wine which become the Body and Blood of Christ. 

We use terms such as Real Presence to help describe this unbreakable bond that God 
has with then Church, all humanity and all creation. Real Presence proclaims that the 
Risen Christ is not a distant memory, a story from the past, or simply an idea to 
reflect on. The Real Presence is the Risen Christ present body, blood, soul and 
divinity, and dynamically active in the world today through his disciples gathered as 
church especially at Eucharist. 

Continuing the metaphor of marriage reflecting our relationship with the Lord Jesus 
Christ: the Lord chooses not to act without us; we cannot act without Christ. 
Together, powerful rivers of grace pour over the face of the earth. 

Married couples realize they can do far more together as one couple than as two 
individuals or even as two individuals working together. Their bonds of committed love 
and sacrificial care bring forth energies unknown in other relationships. 

When couples living the Sacrament of Marriage join their generous and sacrificial 
hearts to that of Christ, an abundance of grace and blessings strengthen them to 
transcend difficulties, sorrows, relationship wounds, and great challenges. They find 
strength and courage to face situations they previously may have felt beyond their 

capacities. 

That is one way that married couples image for us the espoused relationship Christ 
has with the Church. When we open our hearts in fidelity to the Lord and join hearts 
of generosity and sacrifice to Christ, the Church transcends great trials and dark 
times. We accomplish far more together than separately. Together with Christ and in 
Christ, we accomplish more than we can ever imagine. 

But the Lord’s parable presents attitudes that undermine that espoused relationship 
and stymie attempts to do the Lord’s work. The invited guests respond with rejection, 
indifference or hostility. In many ways, the developed world resists the inclination to 



the spiritual. Often a more scientific way of interpreting life leaves no room for 
transcendence or mystery, even though science and faith are not mutually exclusive. 

People in developed countries are not so much hostile to spirituality as much as 
insulated from the spiritual side of their lives. The grace of daily life can elude people 
with such hectic schedules, overwhelming responsibilities, and especially time 
consuming demands. Disconnected from what is spiritual, they can become narrowly 
focused on their own agenda, wants and desires. This spiritual void often develops into 
a self-indulgence and narcissism cutting off relationships and responsibilities to a 
wider community. Any acknowledgement of God is an afterthought or a distant 
dimming of desire. 

For too many people, the Real Presence has cast aside for the Great Absence. We live 
in a society that often merely tolerates religious belief and practice so long as it 
remains within the context of the sacred ceremony and remains absent the streets of 
daily life. This separation of sacred from profane has left a deep void where God is 
thought to be absent from all that is not considered religious in nature. For many 
people, God’s absence is not merely perceived but is indeed the ultimate desire. 

Yet, others connected to what is spiritual and equally hectic, overwhelmed and 
consumed can be clearly aware of the grace of daily life and see the presence of God 
throughout their daily life. The difference is the orientation of the heart and 
acknowledgment of the spiritual. Many with a deep relationship of love with Christ 
shoulder burdensome daily responsibilities, but retain hope based on their faith. This 
hope allows them to see the grace of daily life and the greater grace beyond their 
natural sight. 

Families try to fit Mass in to the many demands they have on weekends. But if Mass 
was the first priority, every other demand would find its proper place in family life. 
Civic organizations scheduling sports team practices and games on Sunday mornings 
need to be challenged. The parable today could be written, “Some ignored the 
invitation and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, and the rest to 
hockey practice.” 

Sports programs are going to be indifferent to Sunday religious services. But we 
cannot be indifferent. If parents of Catholic churches and other Christian churches 
made it clear that if events are scheduled on Sunday mornings they would not be 
there: it would change and events would be rescheduled. 

The Incarnation reveals God’s greatest desire to share intimately the moments of daily 
life. The death and resurrection of Christ further reveals God’s desire in the parable to 
invite and welcome everyone to the eternal banquet feast of heaven. The Eucharist 
unites all these great mysteries of Christ, and in this great prayer, the Holy Spirit 
ushers the entire church into the heart of the Risen Christ. There we are welcomed, 

cleansed and prepared for the ultimate experience of eternal salvation. 

The next several years will continue to bring significant changes to our diocese and to 
our cluster parishes. These changes will be major rather than minor and sooner rather 
than later. The expected continual decrease in numbers of diocesan priests will 
necessitate these changes. 

There is no way to predict specific changes, but we can be sure the changes will 
impact at least scheduling daily and weekend Masses, the number of church buildings 
remaining open, the availability of priests for important and essential moments in the 
parishioners’ lives. 



How we respond to these changes will in large part determine how the Catholic 
community continues to be a part of the wider society. Disruption of Mass schedules 
and church closings have devastating effects on many parishioners. They are indeed 
disruptive in the least, and also bring forth great sadness, anger, and disappointment. 
Those feelings and emotions are inevitable, expected, and human. 

If our feelings and emotions determine our continued presence at Mass or our 
continued support of parish life financially, everyone is hurt and the life of faith is 
weakened. If we can rise above our sadness, anger and disappointment without 
denying them, we can become the witnesses to the priority of faith so desperately 
needed in our church and in the wider society. 

There are many reasons for staying away from Mass. From deep seated wounds 
inflicted by church officials to petty resentments and disappointments. But there is 
that reason for being here. The Eucharist is both a work and gift of God on our behalf. 
The very meaning of our life and the promise of eternal life is offered from the altar. It 
is an invitation, for many reasons, we should not refuse. 

 


